[Timing of myokinetic sphincter replacement surgery in fecal and urinary incontinence].
In 71 children on whom surgery to improve continence was performed mainly because of severe anorectal atresia, an investigation was carried out to find out whether there was a relationship between the patients' age at the time of operation and post-surgical continence. It was found that both after transplantation of the gracilis muscle according to Pickrell and after free muscle transplantation, the results obtained improved the more, the older the children at the time of surgery, and the more active their participation had been in postoperative intensive stool training. However, the authors' hope has so far not materialised that stool training would become redundant by free muscular transplantation, due to the reflectory introduction of freely transplanted musculature into the continence mechanism and the resulting spontaneous innervation and activation of the muscle. This would have facilitated early performance of an operation to improve continence.